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Beyond Pachinko: Japan's Korea and Korea's Japan

by Professor Dafna Zur
Tuesday, 3rd (13:10-14:40) & 4th (14:55-16:25)

Japan has had a long and important relationship with Korea. War, colonialism, migration, and rich cultural
exchange has left a deep mark on both countries. This course will locate Japan-Korea relations historically
through the lens of culture, including literature, film, art, popular culture, and food. We will ask: what
historical events shaped Japan-Korea relations? What brought Koreans to the archipelago in the twentieth
century, and what has kept Koreans in Japan since then? How do third-generation Koreans in Japan define
their identity, and how have they carved out a unique space for themselves? What is the connection
between J-pop and K-pop, and how has Japan consumed Korean popular culture - and food - since the
millennium? The course will explore Kyoto, Osaka, and its surroundings to better understand Japan-Korea
relations, and it will interrogate the complexity of these relations through diverse cultural expressions.

Prof. Dafna Zur is an Associate Professor in the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at
Stanford University. She teaches courses on Korean literature, cinema, and popular culture. Her book,
Figuring Korean Futures: Children’s Literature in Modern Korea (Stanford University Press, 2017), traces the
affective investments and coded aspirations made possible by children’s literature in colonial and
postcolonial Korea. She is working on a new project on moral education in science and literary youth
magazines in postwar North and South Korea. She has published articles on North Korean science fiction,
the Korean War in North and South Korean children’s literature, childhood in cinema, and Korean popular
culture. Her translations of Korean fiction have appeared in wordwithoutborders.org, The Columbia
Anthology of Modern Korean Short Stories, and the Asia Literary Review.

Queer Culture and Life in Japan
by Professor Yuka Kanno
Monday, 3rd (13:10-14:40) & 4th (14:55-16:25)

“Queer,” writes Eve Sedgwick, “refers to the open mesh of possibilities, gaps, overlaps, dissonances and
resonances, lapses and excesses of meaning when the constituent elements of anyone’s gender, of
anyone’s sexuality aren’t made (or can’t be made) to signify monolithically.” Or according to David Halperin,
queer “describes a horizon of possibility whose precise extent and heterogeneous scope cannot in principle
be delimited in advance."

Yet, queer is not a term meant only to fantasize a utopian “somewhere.” It has been used to question and
challenge homophobia, sexism and racism, under which run the ideas of “heteronormativity.” Thus, by
paying particular attention to the politically critical potential of “queer,” this course explores queer lives
and cultural practices in Japan through film, literature, theater, art, and personal testimonies. We will look
at queer culture as a “lived experience” and queer life as a “cultural experience” at the same time. What
does it mean to be queer in Japan? How does the term “queer” signify differently from a US context? What
is the critical potential of “queer” and under what conditions can it become potential? And what is the
possible danger or risk of mobilizing the term/concept of queer? We will tackle these questions by closely
analyzing a wide range of texts and events. This class is designed for students interested in cultural studies,
feminism, queer studies, gender and sexuality studies, LGBT activism and community in Japan.



Prof. Kanno gained her Ph.D. in Visual Studies with an emphasis in Feminist Studies from the Department of
Women'’s Studies, University of California, Irvine. She is Professor in the Graduate School of Global Studies
at Doshisha University and a founding member of Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (FGSS) Research
Center, Doshisha University. Her research interests include queer theory and criticism, gender and sexuality
studies, visual culture, feminist film studies and Japanese cinema. Her current projects focus on queer film
festivals and transnational queer girls’ cinema and culture. The author of numerous publications on queer
and film theory, Prof. Kanno has also organized several queer themed-film screenings in Japan. She has
taught in the Stanford Program in Kyoto since 2017.
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